THE   FIRST   LYCEUM   SEASON
to cavil over -mere details of the technics of the art of acting so long as he had his heart's desire. The most precious of all Irving's qualifications as an actor Is beyond question the possession of " magnetic personality," a quality which it Is almost impossible to resist and entirely impossible to define, one which accounts more satisfactorily for the power of the great orator and preacher than the gift of argument or the command of language. To find an actress whose personality should harmonize with his own was to Irving, when he commenced his eventful tenancy of the Lyceum Theatre, a matter of supreme moment. In spite of his rare gifts and his indomitable perseverance, his career would inevitably have been less magnificent if he had chosen ill. But with unerring instinct he went to the one actress of the day who, as it were, was the complement of himself, whose artistic temperament was best suited to his own. Nothing could have been more faultlessly felicitous than his selection of 103